
Dew & Manna
Dew is another symbol of the Holy Spirit

In the beginning, it did not rain. There was only dew to water the earth and keep things fresh:
Genesis 2:4-6
"This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God made the 
earth and the heavens, before any plant of the field was in the earth and before any herb of the field had grown. 
For the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no man to till the ground; but a midst went 
up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground."

MANNA only came with the dew:
Exodus 16:13
"So it was that quails came up at evening and covered the camp, and in the morning the dew lay all around the 
camp. And when the layer of dew lifted, there, on the surface of the wilderness, was a small round substance, as 
fine as frost on the ground."
What was this?
v15 And Moses said to them, "This is the bread which the Lord has given you to eat."

God describes Himself as being like dew to Israel:
see Hosea 14:1-9
v5 "…I will be as the dew to Israel…"
This would have been a powerful image to Israel. In their history they had experienced the dew watering the 
earth, and had waited for dew to evaporate before being fed every day.

Dew keeps things fresh.
see the beautiful Messianic Psalm 110
v3 "…Your people shall be willing in the day of Your power;
In the beauties of holiness, from the womb of the morning,
You have the dew of Your youth…"

What is dew? Dew is condensed water vapour; water in the air that condenses on cool surfaces. It is also a 
mixture of the breath of the plants and flowers. How beautiful is that! [See the process of guttation]
I guess that's why we have the verse "Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!"

Dew only collects when there is no wind - there has to be stillness! Perhaps this is what inspired the hymn 
writer:

Drop Thy still dews of quietness,
Till all our strivings cease:

Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess

The beauty of Thy peace.

Or E May Grimes beautiful hymn:
Speak, Lord, in the stillness

While I wait on Thee;
Hushed my heart to listen,

In expectancy.

Speak, O blessèd Master,
In this quiet hour,

Let me see Thy face, Lord,
Feel Thy touch of power.

Fill me with the knowledge
Of Thy glorious will;

All Thine own good pleasure
In my life fulfill.

Like “a watered garden”
Full of fragrance rare

Ling’ring in Thy presence
Let my life appear.

And it evaporates very quickly, so you might miss it!



Meditation
1. Quieten yourself, ask the Holy Spirit to come to you afresh in the stillness of dew. 
a. Imagine an early, still, winter morning! The mist hangs over the ground, watering it. 
b. Imagine a beautiful summer, dewy, early morning - before the sun comes and evaporates everything. 
Feel the stillness, experience the stillness, feel the gentleness and softness of the dew or mist. Go for a bare-foot 
walk in the dew. 

Invite the Holy Spirit to speak to you through this image. What does He want to share with you about His nature?

2. Imagine you are one of the Israelites in the desert on that first morning. The dew comes, then evaporates, 
leaving behind this strange substance, as fine as frost; it was white like coriander seed, and tasted like wafers 
made with honey (Ex 16:31). God is feeding you supernaturally - you are totally dependant on God in the desert. 
And it was new and fresh every morning. As you make yourself totally dependant on God, what manna does the 
Holy Spirit bring you right now? 

Before you leave, take some bread as a symbol of God's supernatural provision for you, and his desire to satisfy 
our every need. We are totally dependant upon Him for everything.


