
Intro:
When you think about the Godhead, WHO do you relate to the easiest? God the Father, God the Son; or 
God the Holy Spirit? There are various reason for this. But I have been praying particularly as we 
approach Pentecost this year, that we will encounter the Holy Spirit afresh like never before.

In the church calendar it will be Pentecost Sunday on 27 May. I started thinking and imagining what it 
would be like for those early disciples to be meditating and preparing for that momentous event in 
history, 2000 years ago. They gathered in Jerusalem in an upper room, they had visitations from Jesus, 
teaching them concerning the kingdom, and the promised outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

To get the context read these scripture verses: Luke 3:16; John 7:37-40 14:15-17, 16:7-15; Acts 1:3-5.

There must have been a heightened sense of expectation. They had witnessed the Holy Spirit resting 
upon Jesus as a dove and remaining (John 1:32), so would it be like that? I guess they were taken by 
surprise when a might rushing wind appeared together with tongues of fire!! But how did they prepare 
themselves, I wondered?

Preparation:
How do we prepared ourselves? How do we prepare to receive a fresh anointing as a church? I received 
the challenge: how do I/we walk as individuals and as part of the bride of Christ with a sense of constant, 
remaining anointing from the Holy Spirit. I guess similar metaphors would be Bill Johnson's idea of 
'hosting the presence' continually, or walking continually with the dove resting one's shoulder. Or Leif 
Hetland's imagery of The Three Chairs.

We have all known the experience of God purifying us, preparing us, taking us deeper, etc. So what 
more is God asking of us? He obviously wants to promote us to another level! That means more 
devotion [NB: Incidentally, I was completely unaware of the prophetic word that came through Carolyn 
for the church, until last Sunday night (22 April 2012), and together with the prophetic teaching from 
Donna, it would appear that God indeed wants to 'promote' the church to a new level. But obviously this 
promotion comes through devotion… who can ascend the holy hill? Those who have clean hands and a 
pure heart, and who haven't lifted their souls up to idols or sworn deceitfully… (Ps 24:3-4). The psalm 
goes on, they shall receive blessing!!]

Listen to Psalm 24 (like you have never heard it before)… Listen out for 
V3-4… who can ascend the holy hill? Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, and who haven't 
lifted their souls up to idols or sworn deceitfully…  The psalm goes on, they shall receive blessing!! V5 
He shall receive blessing from the Lord

So who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? 
He who has clean hands; and a pure heart; who has not lifted his soul up to idols; nor sworn deceitfully.
- who is going to be sustained in this great adventure that is Bridge CF?
- who is going to make an impact on our neighbourhoods?
- who is the Lord going to promote?

Personal & Hm Gp:
Over the last several weeks, God has been showing me what it might mean. God has done divine 
surgery, brought me closer, created a sense of complete utter dependence - even a car smash, to make 
me even more dependant!!! He's been teaching me through scripture how one can retain this anointing. 
I guess cleaning up my hands and putting a pure heart within. After all, I discovered, as humans we were 
not designed for independence. Only utter dependence. 

We have been exploring this theme as a home group over the last three weeks in a kind of group 
preparation for the worship time on 6 May (as I have invited as many as want to to be apart of the 
worship team that night). We have shared our experiences of what it take to live more fully conscious of 
the Holy Spirit's presence, resting upon us; and noticing when, he 'fly's away'. 

Now we invite you to do the same...

We now ask the Holy Spirit to come and lead us in worship, later we can visit these different stations.


